Comment
Kryptoracemic crystallization, a term coined by Bernal et al. (1996) , describes the phenomenon of a racemate crystallizing into a chiral space group where the contents of the asymmetric unit constitute a racemic mixture. Kryptoracemic crystallization is similar to conglomerate crystallization in that a racemic compound forms chiral crystals. However, in conglomerate crystallization, which has been estimated to occur with a frequency of 5-10% (Jacques et al., 1981) , the racemate spontaneously resolves into a mixture of crystals of the pure enantiomers. Judging by the number of known examples, kryptoracemic crystallization occurs much less frequently (Bernal et al., 1996) . However, many of the examples of organic molecules forming kryptoracemic crystals identified by Bernal et al. (1996) were incorrectly characterized as such. Those that are true kryptoracemates are reported by Furberg & Hassel (1950) , Mostad et al. (1975) , Schouwstra (1973) , Baert et al. (1978 ), Bigoli et al. (1981 ) and Furusaki et al. (1982 .
In the title compound, (I), molecules of alternating chirality stack in columns along the c axis. Within 
Experimental
The structure of the title compound was undertaken as part of a project aimed at the synthesis of Stemona alkaloids, such as (+)-croomine (Martin & Barr, 1996) , using the vinylogous Mannich reaction. Full details of the synthetic procedures have been reported elsewhere (Martin & Bur, 1997) . t The values involving C2B are in square brackets.
Crystal data
The absolute configuration could not be determined from the X-ray results. One atom of the azepine ring of molecule 2 was found to be disordered about two positions representing different conformations of the seven-membered ring. The site occupancy factors for the two atoms, C2A and C2B, were refined while refining a common isotropic displacement parameter. The site occupancy factor for C2A refined to 76 (1)% and the site occupancy factors were subsequently fixed. C2A was then refined anisotropically. H atoms on C2A were calculated in idealized positions. No H atoms were calculated for C2B. All other H atoms were located in a difference electron-density map and refined isotropically. The C--H bond lengths ranged from 0.91 (3) to 1.11 (3)A.
Data collection: XSCANS (Siemens, 1994) . Cell refinement: XSCANS. Data reduction: XSCANS. Program(s) used to solve structure: XS in SHELXTL-Plus (Sheldrick, 1994) . Program(s) used to refine structure: XL in SHELXTL-Plus. Molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL-Plus.
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Supplementary data for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: FR1145). Services for accessing these data are described at the back of the journal. Acta Cryst. (1999) . C55, 624-626 O atom in the transition state. This suggested that preferred orientations at a-and/or /3-C atoms might determine whether or not a given compound underwent pyrolysis. Accordingly, structure determinations were planned for the N-alkyl-N,N-disulfonimide compounds tested. We have reported the structure of the non-reactive compound N,N-bis(p-nitrophenylsulfonyl)phenethylamine (Curtis & Pavkovic, 1983 ). Now we wish to report the structure of the reactive cyclohexylamine derivative, (I), which forms cyclohexene upon pyrolysis.
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(I) Selected bond distances and angles are listed in Table 1 . Fig. 1 shows a diagram of the molecule. The central feature in this structure is the nearly planar grouping of the amine-N atom and the three atoms bonded to it. The N is bonded to two S and a tertiary C atom from the cyclohexyl group. The N atom is 0.10 (4) ,~, out of the plane defined by its bonded atoms. (Received 20 August 1998; accepted 15 December 1998) 
N,N-Bis(p-nitrophenylsulfonyl)cyclohexylamine

Abstract
The title compound (C18H19N308S2) undergoes pyrolytic reaction to yield cyclohexene and N,N,-bis(pnitrophenylsulfonyl)amine without rearrangement. Nonbonded contacts between oxygen and/3-carbon H atoms were thought to be important in the reaction mechanism, but distances were found to be very similar to those present in a derivative which does not undergo pyrolysis. Comment N,N-Disulfonimide derivatives of certain alkyl amines stere©selectively pyrolyze to form alkenes in high yields and without skeletal rearrangement (Curtis et al., 1981) . The reaction only occurs when the o~-C atom on the parent amine is tertiary. A mechanism was proposed that involved a /3-H atom linked to an
